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XXIII. An Account of a remarkable Ap~ 
pearance in the Moon , April 22, 1751, by 
James Short, F. R. S. 

Read April ^.TTN Numb. 396 of tlie Philofoph. Trartjl 
17SI ' X there is an account of an obfervation 
made on a particular and uncommon appearance of 
the lunar fpot called Plato in the nomenclature of 
Riccioli’s and Grimaldi’s Selenography, and Lacus 
niger major in that of Hevelius,. Signor Bianchini, 
to whom we owe this communication, fays, that it 
was the t6 of Auguft 1725, N. St. about an hour 
after iun-fet, when he took his obfervation with a- 
dioptric telefcope, of the length of 150 Roman 
palms (about no Englilh feet) made by the famous 
Campani, the air being very ferene, and the moon 
(as he fays, fpeaking of the fame phenomenon in his 
book of Venus) a day pa£t the firfl quarter t fo that 
the faid fpot then lay in the common fedtion of light 
and darknefs. The mountainous oval margin, with 
which it is furrounded, was brightly illumin’d with 
the fun’s rays j but the plain bottom look’d darkifh 
as having not yet received his light. There was 
however extended along its area, from end to end* 
a track of reddilh light, as though a beam had been, 
admitted through fome perforation in that fide of the 
margin, which was then expofed to the fun. M. 
Bianchini propofes the folution of this matter in two 
different ways: firfl:, by fuppofing an aperture in the. 
margin, as juft now mentioned : or, fecondly, by con¬ 
ceiving the moon to have an atmofphere, and that 
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(hereby the rays palling near the fumtfiit of the 
margin might be fo refracted, as to be thrown upon 
the plain area or bottom. 

Having lately had an opportunity of obferving 
fomething of the fame nature myfelf, I take the 
liberty to lay it before the Society : as alfo to entreat 
their opinion about my conjecture concerning the 
caufe thereof. 

Monday, April 21, 1 751, O. St. being at Marl- 
borough-houfe along with Dr. Stephens and Mr. 
Harris, and having directed the great refledor to 
the moon, I perceived a Angle ftreak of light pro¬ 
jected along the flat bottom of the fpot Plato ; and 
from what I was then able to recoiled of Signor 
Bianchini’s narrative, I could make no doubt but that 
rt was of the fame kind with that, which he faw, 
and which I had fo often looked after in vain. By 
the pofition of the fpot on the diflc, and the fhadow 
of the mountains on the weft fide of it, we fhould 
not have expeded to have feen any light on the bot¬ 
tom’. Soon after we difcerned another ftreak of 
light extended along the bottom, parallel to the firft, 
but fomcwhat lower, which in a very fhort time 
was evidently divided into two. I fought in vain 
for fuch a perforation, as that hinted at in the other 
account % but thro’ the great magnifying power of 
this inftrument, we were able to difcover a gap or 
notch in the mountains to the weft ward, which abut¬ 
ted againft the firft ftreak or ftream, and purfuing 
our objed with great attention, we alfo perceiv’d a 
like gap in the diredion of the lower ftreak: but 
tho f this ftreak was divided into two, we were not 
able at any rate to find out another notch, whereby 
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to account fatisfadtorily for the whole appearance; 
which I ihould have looked upon as folved, could 
fuch an one have been difcerned in a right fituation. 
But here I beg to refer myfelf to the judgment of 
this Societyonly fhall obferve, the two gaps we 
faw were direddy interpos’d between the fun and 
their refpe&ive ftreaks. 

J. Short. 


XXIV. A Catalogue of the Fifty Plants from 
Chelfea-Garden, prefented to the Royal 
Society, by the worfhipful Company of Apo - 
thecaries for the Tear 1750, purfuant to 
the DifeElion of Sir Hans Sloane, Baronet , 
Med. Reg. Soc. Reg. nuper Prcefes , by 
John. Wilmer, M. D. clariff. Societat. 
Phartnaceut. Lond. Soc. Hort. Chelf. Pre¬ 
fect. et Preelect. Botanic. 

Read May t. 1401. J\ Butilon periplocje acutiori fo- 
' 7s8 ‘ /\ lio, frudtuftellato. Hort. Elt. 

140a Allium faxatile acori radice flore purpureo 
Bocc. Muf. 

1403 Androface vulgaris latifolia annua Tourn. 123. 

1404 Anemonofpermos African, fbl. & facie Taraxaci 

incanis Boerh. 

1405' After Tripolii flore C. B. 

1406 After coeruleus ierotinus frutefeens Tradef- 
cant. 
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